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it was a question of pacifying agitated members of the
Church.
Even in this sphere there were grotesque attacks upon the
Vice-Chancellor. On the nth and i2th June 1933 an
assembly of the Catholic Artisans took place at Munich.
Papen took pride of place among the speakers. He declared
that ideas of a class-war should be superseded and communal
order re-established. He broke a lance for the Church, and
expressed his opinion that the whole nation, which included
the National Socialists, should respect belief and Christianity.
As the representatives at the meeting began leaving the
hall where the Vice-Chancellor had made his speech, bands
of the S.A. fell upon them and beat them in accordance
with all the known rules of the art, and all because they
wore orange-coloured shirts instead of brown. Finally the
S.A. even burst into the Assembly Room where Papen had
been speaking, and pulled the shirts off the backs of the
Catholics. Cardinal Faulhaber, the Archbishop of Munich,
thereupon left the chair and the session was immediately
terminated. But this did not stop the S.A. from inflicting
still further violence on those who were leaving.
Despite this, Hitler did not want open war with the
Church. He knew that to have the Church as an enemy
would considerably weaken his position in Germany, where
the south was Catholic almost to a man. At the end of
June 1933, the very time when all parties in Germany were
dissolved and Hugenbesrg left the Government in disgust,
Vice-Chancellor von Papen was again dispatched to Rome,
with the object of concluding a new Concordat with the
Pope.
On this occasion his reception was not very friendly, for
Dr, Kaas, the former leader of the Zentrum Party, an old
opponent of Papen, had received an influential papal post.
Yet on the other hand it was Kaas himself who wished to
avoid a breach between the Church and the German Govern-
ment, and it was he who drew up a draft Concordat which
after some amendments was signed on the 8th July by
the Holy Father and Papen. By this treaty the Church